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With its diverse range of mountains, valleys, forests, beaches, and more, New Zealand is famous

for having some of the world's most incredible natural landscapes. Readers will learn all about life

on this island nation, from what people eat to how they spend their free time. They will also learn

about New Zealand's remarkable history and find out how the country is governed today.
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Grade 5-8-An overview of the country's history, culture, politics, and geography. Shepherd employs

a clear and lively writing style, presenting the information within a descriptive narrative. The book is

well organized and attractive, with sidebars that amplify or explain points made within the text or

photo captions usually on the same or facing page. The full-color photographs are well chosen and

appealing. This resource is easy to use, and has a good "Fast Facts" section. Director and

playwright Jane Campion's name is misspelled in the text, but that is a minor flaw. Overall, a fine

addition to a well-done series.Donna L. Scanlon, Lancaster County Library, PACopyright 2002 Reed
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In my opinion Donna Walsh Shepherd has penned a premier example of a children's non fiction

book. She has lavish illustrations to keep the young people interested. But she also has a huge pile

of facts and concepts spread across the 144 page book. Keeping the attention of young readers

cannot be said to be easy but I think she does the deed very well.She explains the things in Kiwi

society that makes this a unique and different place. She also gives the student a wide background

in the history, economy and government of the island nation. By the end the young scholar will hold

a life long understanding of New Zealand.Shepherd treats her young readers with respect. This

book is aimed at the higher elementary grades and the first year or two of middle school. She does

not talk down to the kids but rather expects them to gather and assimilate the large volume of

information that she presents.
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